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WELCOME 
 
The Deer Park SEALS Swim Team extends a special 
welcome to all new team members and parents.  We hope 
you find this program an enjoyable way to spend a part of 
your summer.  To our returning team members and 
parents, we wish you an extra special óWelcome Back.ô  
We are glad you decided to join us again for another great 
summer of swim team fun. 
 
This handbook provides both new and returning members 
with important information about the SEALS to make your 
participation with the SEALSô team both enjoyable and 
satisfying.  We ask all team members and parents to 
please read through this handbook.  When you have 
questions, please ask any board member or coach.  We 
want your involvement with the SEALS to be as fulfilling 
and fun for you as it is for each of us. 
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Board of Directors  & Coaches 
 

 

Seals Swim Coaches   
 
Head Coach John Lewis  281-687-9149 
 
Assistant Coaches Candace Adams  281-793-8762   
 Melanie Crowson  
 Karen Torres 
 Ross Haskins  
  
 

Seals Board of Directors  
 
A Board of Directors, consisting of elected volunteers manages the swim team.  Board Members serve two-
year terms and generally have multiple task responsibilities for swim meet and practice operations. 
 
For your convenience, the Board of Directors, their offices and contact information are listed  
below: 

Jennifer Thomas  jenngsingh@yahoo.com 281-542-0730 281-253-0623 

Marla Chandler  mchandler@dpisd.org 281-924-1639 281-924-1639 

 
 
Meetings & Elections 
 
The Board of Directors is elected at the annual membersô meeting which is held in conjunction with the 
Awards Picnic at the end of the season.  The Awards Picnic date will be announced later in the season.  All 
parents are encouraged to attend and vote. 
 
The board members dedicate many hours of volunteer time to ensure the success of the program.  Planning 
and organizational meetings are held throughout the calendar year.  If you are interested in serving on the 
Board of Directors for the 2011 swim season, please let one of the current board members know to be 
added to the ballot.   

Name  Email Home # Cell # 

Greg Merilatt President gmerilatt01@gmail.com 281-478-5277 281-635-7411 

Kevin Dodds Vice President rkdodds@att.net 281-998-0902 318-332-4904 

Janna Ponder Treasurer jkponder1@aol.com 281-479-4384 281-678-4659 

Lisa Jobe Secretary lcjobe@yahoo.com 281-998-0863 281-795-3410 

Roger Ponder  westernsalesdp@aol.com 281-479-4384 281-507-8602 

Bill Saxton  william.saxton@sbcglobal.net 281-487-0762 281-546-2549 

Tammi Allsep  allsep@swbell.net 832-284-4185 281-513-8100 

Christie Fowler  christie.fowler@att.net 713-213-3459   

mailto:jenngsingh@yahoo.com
mailto:mchandler@dpisd.org
mailto:gmerilatt01@gmail.com
mailto:rkdodds@att.net
mailto:jkponder1@aol.com
mailto:lcjobe@yahoo.com
mailto:westernsalesdp@aol.com
mailto:william.saxton@sbcglobal.net
mailto:allsep@swbell.net
mailto:christie.fowler@att.net
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General Information 
 
Objective:   
The Deer Park SEALS Swim Teamôs primary 
objective is to provide a competitive summer 
swim program for youth under the age of 19 
residing in the City of Deer Park and/or the Deer 
Park ISD.  Secondarily, but no less important, the 
objective is to maintain and operate this 
organization and team at the highest possible 
level of FUN!  We guarantee your children will 
come away from this experience with improved 
self-esteem and fond memories of good times for 
the summer.   
 

Eligibility:   
Swimmers are eligible to join the SEALS if they 
are 18 years of age or younger on May 1, 2010 
and they can swim 25 yards.  To join the team for 
the first time, a swimmer must be able to swim 
one length of a 25-yard pool. 
 

First Year Members ï Try-Outs:  
New swimmers must tryout for the coaches 
between April19thï22nd.  The registration fee must 
be paid and the registration/medical release form 
must be completed and signed, prior to the 
tryouts.  Should a swimmer not ómakeô the team, 
the registration fee will be immediately returned. 
 

Registration Fees:   
Registration fees must be paid and registration 
forms completed prior to ñtrying outò or practicing. 

First Swimmer $170  
2nd swimmer (same family) $100 
3rd Swimmer (same family) $80 
Max Family Registration       $350 (siblings) 

 

Swimmers may late register on May 5th or May 
12th; registration will not be accepted after May 
12th.  CCSL (Clear Creek Swim League) rules 
require swimmers to register by the Monday 
preceding a Saturday swim meet to be eligible to 
compete in the swim meet.  Full fees are required 
for late registrants.  
 

Refund Policy:   
Only swimmers who fail to ómakeô the team will be 
eligible for a refund. 
 

Team Membership:   
Upon full payment of registration fees, one of the 
parents or guardians becomes eligible to vote for 

members nominated to the Board of Directors at 
the annual picnic in July.  

Reclaiming A Portion of Your Registration 
Fees by Working Meets:   
It takes over 50 parents to ñrunò a swim meet.  
Parent workers will be paid $10 per session 
worked at meets throughout the season.  Do not 
worry if you do not have experience, we will train 
you.  Please refer to the Parent Participation 
section of this handbook to find a job that suits 
your interests and available time.   

 
The Fastest 90 Days of the Year!   
The  SEALS swim season  begins April 19th with 
our first  tryout session and ends  either               
a) July 11th with the  CCSL Champ series meet; or 
b) July 17th with the T.A.A.F. Regional meet; or c) 
August 5th ï 8th with T.A.A.F. State Championships 
(if you qualify at regionals.)  Participation in 
T.A.A.F. (Texas Amateur Athletic Federation) 
depends on your eligibility.  See the section on 
CCSL & T.A.A.F. for further information.   
 

Swim Meet Duration:  
(How long does it last?)  Assume the mindset 
that these events are routine Saturday picnics.  
Make them fun outings for the whole family.  
Regular CCSL swim meets, held on Saturdays, 
are from 6:45 AM until around 2:00 PM.  Some 
meets may last longer when our swimmers or the 
other teamôs swimmers are tardy, absent or leave 
early.  (More on this later in the section titled Swim 
Meet Procedures) 
 

Stuff to Take to Swim Meets:   
Donôt forget these kinds of things:  Lawn Chairs, 
Sunscreen, EZ-up Shade-Tents, Umbrellas, 
Blankets, Pillows, Coolers, Snacks (or use the 
concessions), Games, Books, CD Players, and 
Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles. 
 

Related Organizations:   
The Deer Park SEALS Swim Team is part of the 
Clear Creek Swimming League, Inc. (CCSL) for 
the majority of the competitive swim meets.  
Eligible members of our team may also participate 
in two Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
(T.A.A.F.) sponsored swim meets.  Please refer to 
the CCSL & TAAF sections of this handbook for 
more information. 
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2010 Practice Schedule & Rules 
 
 

All practices are held at the Deer Park High School 
South Campus Pool 

 

 
NEW SWIMMERS WEEK:  Monday, April 19th ï Thursday, April 22nd, 5:30ð6:30 pm 
 

NO PRACTICE Week of April 26th due to TAKS Testing 
 
FULL TEAM PRACTICE:  Begins Monday, May 3rd, Monday through Thursday  

 
Practice times are generally grouped according to age groups / abilities.  These guidelines are to provide 
your swimmer(s) with the optimum opportunity for practices. 
 
Beginning Monday, June 7th, five (5) daily practice sessions will be available; two (2) in the morning and 
three (3) in the evening.  Note:  No Friday evening practices before a meet. 
 

Practice Schedule:  (Note:  Changes in practice times or place will be posted at the Pool) 

 

May Practices:  Beginning May 3rd, Monday ï Thursday       
 

Session I  5:30ð6:30 PM  Ages 10 & under 
Session II  6:30ð7:30 PM  Girls 11ð14 
Session III  7:30ð8:30 PM  Boys 11ï 14 & All 15 & over 
 

June / July Practices:  Beginning June 7th, Monday ï Thursday; Fridays - Session I & II only 
                 Note:  No evening practice on Friday before a meet. 

 
Session I    9:00ð10:00 AM  Ages 10 & under 
Session II  10:00ð11:00 AM  Ages 11 & over 
Session III    5:30ð6:30 PM  Ages 10 & under 
Session IV    6:30ð7:30 PM  Girls 11ð14 
Session V    7:30ð8:30 PM  Boys 11ï 14 & All 15 & over 

 

Practice Rules: 
 

1. Arrive on time for your selected practice session.  Starting practice late or in the middle of a session 
is distracting to other swimmers and the coaches. 

2. Absolutely no horseplay, such as running, diving, pushing people in the pool, etc. 
3. Absolutely no use of profanity or other vulgar expressions. 
4. Absolutely no fighting or hitting. 
5. Listen to and obey all instructions of the coaches. 
6. Perform the practice workout routine (sets) instructed by the coaches. 
7. Obey all rules and regulations of the DPISD. 
8. Discipline in the form of ñsitting out of practiceò will be enforced by coaches or board members if 

there are persistent behavior problems. 
9. Swimmers are subject to suspension at the sole discretion of the coaches and/or board members as 

stipulated in the bylaws. 
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Swim Meet Procedures (CCSL Regular Meets) 
 
SIGN UP (mandatory & no exceptions) - A 
swimmer or parent must ñenterò each swim meet.  
To enter, a Seals Meet Entry Form must be 
completed with swimmers name on the top by 
2:00 PM the Saturday prior to the meet being 
signed up for.  The entry forms are located at 
the practice pool in notebooks according to age 
groups.  Meet sign up is for the entire meet, 
including the relays.  Swimmers will be placed in 
events at the discretion of the coaches.  
Swimmers are allowed to pick only one event of 
their preference and should be indicated on the 
meet entry form. 
 
LATE SIGN UP FEE ï A late entry fee of $5.00 
per swimmer is required for entries received after 
2 PM on the Saturday before the meet.  Fee 
must accompany entry. 
 
NO SHOW FEE ï After a swimmer is entered 
(signed up) in a swim meet, the swimmer should 
not miss the swim meet except for sudden illness 
or family emergency.  A No-Show Fee of $5.00 
per swimmer will be assessed if you do not 
contact the Meet Clerk (Tammi Alsep 281-513-
8100) on Friday before the meet if possible.  
Otherwise, please contact them by 5:30 AM on 
the day of the swim meet.  Swimmers who are 
entered in a meet, but fail to show up create lots 
of confusion and unnecessary extra work for the 
host team, clerk of course, and our coaches.  It is 
so simple to telephone us and let us know if a 
swimmer will be absent from a swim meet they 
entered. 
 
ARRIVE AT MEET BY 6:45 AM for check-in and 
warm-ups.  If you do not check in, we do not 
know you are there.  The Meet Check-In 
Coordinator will have people at the meet to 
check-in swimmers on the meet entry list and 
write the swimmersô event numbers and strokes 
on their hands.  The coaches will also arrive at 
this time to handle our teamôs warm up practice.  
It is extremely important for all swimmers to 
warm-up, count their strokes from the backstroke 
flags (pools may be slightly different), and be 
ready to swim when their events are called.  
Coaches and the Team Representative must 
revise our meet entry lists, time cards, etc. prior 
to starting the swim meet if a swimmer fails to 
show-up by 7:00 AM.  If a swimmer arrives at a 

meet after 7:20 AM, the swimmer may not be able 
to swim.  If you know you will be running late, 
please contact a coach or a Board Member prior 
to 5:30 AM the day of the meet. 
 
TEAM / TENT AREA - All swimmers are 
responsible to report to the ñReady Areaò on time.  
For this reason, all swimmers should sit with the 
team in the Seals tent area.  Event numbers will 
be posted and it is the swimmers responsibility to 
watch for their event number and report to the 
ready area.  Swimmers arriving at the ready area 
must listen carefully for their names and pick up 
their event entry card.  All events will start on 
schedule whether or not all swimmers are present 
in the ready area or on the starting blocks.  
Parents and / or swimmers are responsible for 
getting to the ready area at the proper time. 
 
RIBBONS / AWARDS - Ribbons are awarded to 
all swimmers in all heats.  The ribbons will be 
placed into the swimmerôs file by Tuesday morning 
following the meet.  Swimmers and parents should 
collect the ribbons from the swimmerôs envelope 
each week. 
 
QUESTIONS OR COMPLAINTS - CCSL rules 
prohibit parents or swimmers from direct 
discussions with the referee, officials or judges.  
During swim meets, any and all questions or 
complaints about the actions of the opposing 
teams or officials must be directed to the Sealsô 
Team Meet Representative. 
 
PERMISSION TO LEAVE THE MEET EARLY - 
Leaving a meet early, without prior notice is only 
acceptable for sudden illness or family 
emergencies.  Failure to follow this rule will result 
in assessment of the $5.00 No Show Fee.  A 
single swimmer leaving the meet early will most 
likely cause three (3) other swimmers and their 
families to be disappointedésince we cannot 
swim a relay without all four (4) swimmers.  Please 
do not leave a swim meet early unless for sudden 
illness or family emergency.  If such occurs, 
please contact the Head Coach and a Board 
member. 
 
BAD WEATHER - A meet will not generally be 
canceled because of bad weather.  Please come 
regardless of the weather forecast.  
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2010 Schedule of Meets 
 

 

    Host Visitor # Of Events 

June 5 Sat League City  Deer Park 
Under 15 yrs: 4 total  

(3 indiv. Max) 
15-18 yrs:  5 total (4 indiv. Max.) 

June 12 Sat Deer Park Friendswood 
Under 15 yrs: 4 total  

(3 indiv. Max) 
15-18 yrs:  5 total (4 indiv. Max.) 

June 19 Sat Harbour Tide Deer Park  
Under 15 yrs: 4 total  

(3 indiv. Max) 
15-18 yrs:  5 total (4 indiv. Max.) 

June 26 Sat Pearland Deer Park 
Under 15 yrs: 4 total  

(3 indiv. Max) 
15-18 yrs:  5 total (4 indiv. Max.) 

July 3 Sat Deer Park Nassau Bay 
Under 15 yrs: 4 total  

(3 indiv. Max) 
15-18 yrs:  5 total (4 indiv. Max.) 

          

Week of 
July 5 

TBA 
Last Chance 

Meet TBA 

All novice swimmers. 
Excluding ages 13 & up. 
Must have participated in 
two of the above meets 

Max of 3 individual events 

July 10  Sat 
Novice /  
Reserve 

Meet  

All reserve swimmers 
 + all 13 & up 

Novice:  max of 3 individual 
Reserve:  max of 3 individual, 
when qualified in 3 or more 

strokes 

July 11 Sun Champ Meet  All Champ Swimmers 
Max. of 3 individual, when 

 qualified in 3 or more strokes, 
 plus 2 relays 

       

July 17 Sat 
TAAF Region I 
(location to be 
determined) 

All registered  
TAAF swimmers 

as of June 1, 2010 

Max. of 3 total events 
 (individual and relays  

combined) 

August 6th 
ï 8th 

Fri-
Sun 

TAAF State 
@ Waco, TX 

1st & 2nd place finishers 
from Region I Meet 

Max. of 3 total events 
(individual and relays  

combined) 
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Parent Participation 
 

Parent participation is the heart of our organization.  Participating as an adult in the SEALS 
organization can be a fun and fulfilling experience.  It takes over 50 parents to ñrunò a swim meet.  
Parent workers will be paid for working at the meets throughout the season.  There are two 
sessions per meet.  Each session worked will earn you $10.  Do not worry if you do not have 
experience, we will train you.  Please refer to the job descriptions listed on the next few pages to 
find a job that suits your interests and available time.  Sign-up sheets for each meet will be 
available in the pool area.   
 
We want to express our sincere appreciation to those parents, guardians and friends who do give 
so much of their time to this quality program for our children.  

 
Wonôt you be one of ñThe Few, The Proud, The Marine Mammalsò (SEALS)? 

 
  Super 
     Enthusiastic 
        Aquatic 
            League 
               Swimmers 

 

HELP @ SWIM MEETS (no experience required) 
 

Timers ï Time swimmers using the team provided stop watches and record the times on the 
swimmersô event entry cards.  Three timers will be in each lane and the Head Timer will 
have backup watches in the event you or your stopwatch goofs on a race.  THIS REALLY 
IS THE BEST SEAT TO WATCH A SWIM MEET. 

 
Ribbon Writers ï This essential job ensures all swimmers get their rewards and move on 

toward improved self-esteem.  Ribbon Writers receive the computer printed labels from the 
scorersô table and place labels on ribbons. 

 
Ready Area Assistants ï Assist ready area coordinators placing swimmers by event and lane 

on the ready area benches and moving swimmer groups from the ready area to the starting 
blocks.  Another good place to see the meet. 

 

Runners ï A minimum of two, well-organized people collecting entry cards from timers and 
delivering to the scorersô table.  A fast-paced, fun job during the 10 & under (25 yard) 
events.  

 
Concessions ï A key function to ensure the team raises funds to keep our registration fees 

the lowest in the league.  Work only during home swim meets to setup  
 concessions, sell óstuffôô and clean up the concession area. 
 
Setup / Cleanup ï At home meets, set out (and later return) chairs and tables for swimmers, 

timers, scorers, and clerks of course.  At away meets, setup (and later take down) of team 
tents. 
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Parent Participation (Conôt) 
 

HELP @ SWIM MEETS (some experience / training required) 
 

Head Timer ð 
Encourages parents to volunteer for timing during home and away meets.   
Coordinates timers schedule (usually two sessions per meet.) 
Coordinates Runners. 
Starts two or three extra stopwatches for timers who may miss a start or have 

malfunctioning stopwatches. 
 

Head Scorer ï Determines official times from event entry cards and coordinates  
 computer entry work. 
 
Head Ribbon Writer ï Coordinates ribbon writers (affixes labels to ribbons) for all meets, both 

home and away. 
 

Ready Area Coordinatorsð 
 

Coordinator #1 ï Calls for and organizes swimmers by event and lane in the ready area.  
Coordinates ready area helpers.  Need good lungs, high tolerance for ókid chatter.ô 

Coordinator #2 ï Moves full groups of swimmers from Ready Area to óthe blocks.ô  
Coordinates their helpers (at least one needed.)  Requires keen eye to keep swimmers 
from moving up too soon and swimming in wrong event ï which may cause major delays 
in the meets. 

 
Clerk of Course (CCSL training required) ï The heart and soul of a swim meet, this person 

receives scratches and substitutions from coaches and makes appropriate changes to 
event entry cards, entry lists and score sheets.  This person also combines events, when 
possible, to keep the meet duration as short as possible.  This person also determines 
eligibility of swimmers. 

 
Starters (CCSL training required) ï Equally important to an efficient run swim meet, this 

person calls swimmers to the blocks, starts each heat of races, calls false starts and 
possibly some stroke and turns. 

 
Referees (CCSL training required) ï Senior official at swim meets responsible for (final     

authority) all decisions and rule interpretations.  Starter and Referee may be same     
person during a swim meet. 

 
Stroke & Turn Judges (CCSL training required) ï Responsible to judge (generally four 
lanes) the technical form of the swimmersô strokes and turns in accordance with league 
rules.  Responsible to disqualify and explain disqualification to swimmers in an effort to 
improve the swimmersô performance. 
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Parent Participation (Conôt) 
 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP   
 
Team Representative ï Experience and knowledge of CCSL / TAAF rules are essential for 

this person to be the primary contact for swim meet officials, parents and coaches. 
 
Publicity Committee ï During the summer swim season: 

Publish and distribute weekly newsletter, with calendar 
Prepare weekly press releases and submit to local newspapers in Deer Park,  
 Pasadena and Houston 
Decorate and maintain the bulletin board at the pool 
Maintain a scrap book of all newspaper articles 

 
Records & Awards Committee ï  
Keep current database of all swimmersô times in a computer database 
Prepare reports for individual swimmers and the coaches to monitor progress 
Work with coaches to determine appropriate awards for most improved, high point, record-

breaking and most valuable swimmers. 
 

Roster Coordinator ï Maintain up-to-date roster database of all team members and  
 communicate new/additional swimmers to the CCSL Roster Coordinator every  
 Monday during the swim season. 

 
Registration ï Coordinate all registration activities in conjunction with the City of Deer Park.  

Organize people and other necessary items to register swimmers for the  
 program. 
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Additional Information 
 
Team & Individual Pictures: 
 
Team and individual pictures will be taken the first week of June.  All swimmers should wear their team 
swimsuit and T-shirt for this photo session.  Purchase of pictures is optional.   
 

Newsletter: 
 
We will make every effort to periodically publish a newsletter.  The newsletters will be available at the 
practice pool for you convenience and will also be posted on the website. 
 
Please pick up your copy of the newsletter to be better informed of upcoming meet information, the monthly 
calendar of events, the results of the previous meet, swimmers attaining champ and reserve times and 
other relevant team information. 
 

Awards: 
 
Awards and/or certificates will be given to swimmers for the following achievements: 
 

¶ Attaining champ times in 2 or more different strokes 

¶ Most Determined Swimmer (Overall Age Groups) 

¶ Best Attitude (Overall Age Groups) 

¶ High Point Scorer (Each Age Group) 

¶ Swimmers breaking CCSL records 
 
Awards and/or certificates will be given to swimmers at the annual picnic. 
 

Annual Picnic: 
 
The SEALSô primary social event of the year is the annual picnic and will be held at the conclusion of the 
season.    This event also serves as our annual general membership meeting to elect new board members.  
You will want to be sure to attend this event to be held at the Deer Park City Pool, exclusively reserved for 
the SEALS.   
 
The kids (all ages) love this event and it has been a great success in previous years  
 

T-Shirts: 
Team t-shirts for swimmers are included in the registration fee.  At registration you must select the size 
(samples are available to try on) for your swimmer and indicate it on the registration form.   
 
To promote team spirit, t-shirts are available for purchase by parents, grandparents, siblings and even total 
strangers.  We no longer order t-shirts based on historical trends, so you must order additional t-shirts at 
registration.  We will place an additional order at a later date when enough orders are received to meet the 
t-shirt vendorôs minimum order requirements.  See a Board Member for details. 
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Personal Equipment 
 
Swimsuit Requirements: 
 

Girls ï Wear one-piece (competition style) swimsuits to all swim meets.  We recommend the same 
style suit for most practice sessions to obtain optimum performance. 

Boys ï Wear competition swimsuits to all swim meets.  Cut-offs or similar attire will not be permitted at 
swim meets or practice. 

 

Team Swimsuits: 
 
Team swimsuits are optional and are not mandatory.  The SEALS always select two-year suits for the 
team suit.  Information regarding the team suit (model, style, color and pricing) is available from any Board 
Member. 
 
Definition:  Twoïyear swimsuit ï a swimsuit the manufacturer has indicated will be produced and available 
at swim shops for two consecutive years. 
 
If you join the team during the 1st year of a new two-year suit, you will obtain maximum benefit from this 
program.  Otherwise, if you join in the second year of this program, it makes no difference. 
 
As always we recommend that team swimsuits be worn only during the swim meets to preserve the life of 
the suit.  Practice suits tend to take a beating and not last more than a year, if that long.  Ask any 
óexperiencedô swim Mom about proper care and maintenance of swimsuits, caps and goggles. 
 

 
TEXAS SWIM SHOP ï SUIT UP NIGHT 

Tuesday, May 5th @ 5:30 PM 
(Cash or check only) 

 
Female 22-28     $48.00   with tax $51.95 
Female 30-40     $49.75   with tax $53.85 
Jammer 24-28    $29.50   with tax $31.95 
Jammer 30-38    $31.00   with tax $33.55 

 
Caps & Goggles: 
 
While neither is mandatory, you will find that both are generally essential to a productive swim season. 

Caps ï For boys and girls, caps help reduce the effects of chlorine on hair.  The experienced swimmer 
(excluding those with shaved heads) knows that caps are effective in reducing drag in the water. 

Goggles ï Most swimmers use them, although some do not.  Goggles are very effective in eliminating 
eye irritation caused by chlorine. 

 
Team caps and goggles are generally available for sale during practices and swim meets.  Contact a Board 
Member for information regarding availability and pricing. 
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CCSL & T.A.A.F. 
 
Clear Creek Swimming League, Inc. (CCSL) 
 
The SEALS are members of CCSL, a non-profit organization formed in 1964 for the purpose of sponsoring 
competitive and developmental swimming events and activities in and between the community pools in the 
Clear Lake area of Texas.  The League currently has 21 teams competing in 4 divisions. 
 

Division 1 Teams Division 2 Teams Division 3 Teams Division 4 Teams 
Deer Park Baytown Clear Lake Forest Dickinson  
Friendswood Brooks Heritage Park El Lago  
Harbour Tide Clear Lake City La Porte North Channel  
League City Nassau Bay Pineloch Seabrook 
Pearland PineBrookWood South Belt Texas City 
   Timber Cove 

 
The League also provides for United States Swimming (USS) team membership with USS registration 
separate from that of the League. These teams do not participate in the intra-league competition.  Current 
USS team members are the Space City Aquatic Team (SCAT) and Bay Area Aquanauts (AQUASTAR). 
 

Texas Amateur Athletic Federation (T.A.A.F.) 
 
SEALS affiliation with T.A.A.F. 
The City of Deer Park Parks and Recreation Department is a member of T.A.A.F.  Through the Cityôs 
sponsorship, the SEALS are eligible to participate in T.A.A.F. sanctioned events for swimming.  According 
to T.A.A.F. rules, Article 29 Swimming, ñThe T.A.A.F. Swimming Program Goal is to provide a state 
championship meet for recreational swimmers who have trained exclusively with a summer swim team.  It 
is our desire to give participants a chance to compete in a sport and to be successful against swimmers of 
their own ability and have the same opportunities to train in order to enhance their self esteem.ò 
 

Eligibility in T.A.A.F. 
Swimmers, age 14 and under on June 1, who from January 1 preceding a T.A.A.F. swim meet were on a 
roster or trained or competed for a USS swim team (e.g. SCAT, STAR, etc.) are not eligible to swim in 
T.A.A.F. meets. 
 

What is T.A.A.F.? 
T.A.A.F. is a non-profit organization established in 1925 to promote and organize amateur athletics in the 
state of Texas.  Its membership is comprised of parks and recreation departments, individuals and 
organizations who contribute time, energy and effort in this endeavor.  T.A.A.F. offers athletic competition 
for individuals, as well as for teams. 
 
Baseball was the catalyst for the early success of the T.A.A.F. and, by 1954; the Federation had grown to 
nine sports, including baseball, tennis, basketball, swimming, track and field, volleyball and softball.  During 
this decade, T.A.A.F. expanded to include a division for church sports, thus providing greater scope of 
participation.  Today, the T.A.A.F. is one of the largest amateur state athletic organizations in the nation 
with a membership of over 150 cities.  T.A.A.F. registers over 14,000 teams and, with individual sports 
(tennis, golf, track and field, and swimming) has over 300,000 participants. 
 
Winners of the local leagues and tournaments are eligible for regional competition.  Winners at the 17 
regional locations qualify for various T.A.A.F. State Championships and/or the Games of Texas finals. 
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CCSL & T.A.A.F. (conôt) 
 

How is T.A.A.F. Governed? 
The State of Texas is divided into 17 T.A.A.F. regions.  Each region elects a regional director and a 
representative to the executive committee.  The executive committee consists of the president, vice-
president and 17 regional representatives.  There are four membership divisions:  general, associate, 
affiliate, and allied, which constitute the general body, the Board of Governors.  The Board of Governors 
elects the sports commissioners to oversee each sport conducted by T.A.A.F. 
 

Membership in T.A.A.F. 
Four categories of membership are available.  The general members are parks and recreation 
departments; associate members are teams or individuals in cities without parks and recreation 
departments; affiliate members are private facilities, community agencies or organizations that wish to 
participate; and allied members are any national or state governing bodies of a particular sport. 
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Gerald Brown Memorial Award 
 
 
The Gerald Brown Memorial Award was established in 1997 in memory of our beloved friend, óGerryô 
Brown.  Gerry was a long time patron, official, and board member of the Deer Park Seals.  He mentored 
and nurtured many of the current officials, board members and swimmers in Deer Park and the 
surrounding area.  He exemplified Sportsmanship, Dedication, Leadership, and Enthusiasm for competitive 
swimming. 
 
Each year, the Board of Directors and the Coaching Staff of the Deer Park Seals will select and award the 
swimmer that most illustrates the ideals and attributes Gerry exhibited during his life and in his association 
with the Seals.  The criteria for selection of the swimmer for this award will consider, but not be limited to: 
 

o Ages between 13 and 18 
o Active membership for three consecutive years on the Seals swim team 
o Attributes similar to Gerry Brown 

Á Leadership 
Á Sportsmanship 
Á Dedication 
Á Team Spirit 
Á Desire to Excel 

o And the person must be a é 

 Super 

  Enthusiastic 

   Aquatic 

    League 

     Swimmer 
 
The coaching staff and board of directors will nominate and select swimmers for this award.  The award 
winner will be decided by a vote of the board of directors.  Board members with children nominated for this 
award will abstain from voting. 
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 Summer Swim Camp Scholarships  
In honor of Gerald Brown 

 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND FORM 
 

In loving memory of Gerald óGerryô Brown, the Board of Directors established two scholarships to be 
awarded to one boy and one girl swimmer that best exemplify the following: 

Love for Swimming 
Dedication to the Sport 
Team Spirit 
Commitment to Personal Excellence 

 
The scholarship winners will not be chosen on their best swim times, but rather on their continued efforts 
towards achieving their personal best.  The recipients of these scholarships should exhibit: 

Leadership 
A Competitive Heart 
Enthusiasm for Swimming 

 
The scholarships will be applied towards the cost of tuition for an approved summer swim camp. 
 
To qualify for these scholarships, applicants must be: 

Between the ages of 13 and 18, as of May 1, 2010 
An active member of the Deer Park Seals for three consecutive years, and a member of the junior high 
or high school swim teams 

 

COMPLETED APPLICATIONS ARE DUE TO THE BOARD BY MAY 20, 2010 
 

Name Age Date of Birth # of Years on 
Seals 

Address     Telephone 

Name of School     Grade 

 
 

Attach a hand-written bio to this application addressing some or all of the following topics: 
Your academic and/or athletic plans for high school 
Your academic and/or athletic plans for college 
Your expectations at a swim camp (What do you want to get from swim camp?) 
Will you go to swim camp this year if you do not receive a scholarship from the Seals? 
Your human qualities and attributes 

 
Attach a copy of your latest report card. 

 
The Board will review the applications and will be completely responsible for selecting winners.  Should 
any applicant be related to a member of the board, that board member will abstain from voting.  Voting 
will be done by secret ballot. 
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June 5th ~ 

LEAGUE CITY BARRACUDAS 
450 W. Walker - League City 

1. Head west on W San Augustine St toward Killarney Ln 1.5 mi  
2. Continue onto Ramsey Dr 236 ft  
3. Turn left at East Sam Houston Pkwy N/Texas 8 Beltway S 0.7 mi  
4. Take the ramp on the left onto Sam Houston Tollway S {Partial toll road} 5.7 mi  
5. Take the exit onto I-45 S toward Galveston 7.8 mi  
6. Exit onto Nasa 1 Bypass E 1.2 mi  
7. Take the ramp to Old Galveston Rd/TX-3 S 0.2 mi  
8. Turn right at Old Galveston Rd/TX-3 S  
Continue to follow TX-3 S 2.1 mi  
9. Turn right at W Walker St  
Destination will be on the right 0.2 mi 
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JUNE 19TH ~ 

HARBOUR TIDE  

2021 Compass Rose Blvd. ï South Shore Harbour - League City 

 
1. Head east on W San Augustine St toward Donegal Ct 0.3 mi  
2. Turn left at Center St 1.5 mi  
3. Turn right at La Porte Freeway Fwy 1.1 mi  
4. Take the ramp on the left onto TX-225 E 4.3 mi  
5. Take the exit onto TX-146 S toward La Porte 10.8 mi  
6. Turn right at Farm to Market 518 W (signs for Farm to Market 518 W) 2.0 mi  
7. Turn right at S Shore Blvd 0.5 mi  
8. Take the 2nd right onto S Compass Rose Blvd/Harbor Park  
Destination will be on the right 
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JUNE 26TH ~ 

Pearland 

Alvin High School - 802 S Johnson St, Alvin, TX 

 
 1. Head west on W San Augustine St toward Killarney Ln 1.5 mi  

2. Continue onto Ramsey Dr 236 ft  

3. Turn left at East Sam Houston Pkwy N/Texas 8 Beltway S 0.7 mi  

4. Take the ramp on the left onto Sam Houston Tollway S Partial toll road 5.7 mi  

5. Take the exit onto I-45 S toward Galveston 3.8 mi  

6. Take exit 29 toward Farm to Market Rd 2351/Clear Lake City Blvd/Friendswood 351 ft  

7. Merge onto Gulf Fwy 0.2 mi  

8. Turn right at Farm-To-Market Rd 2351/Hastings Friendswood Rd  

Continue to follow Farm-To-Market Rd 2351 4.9 mi  

9. Continue onto County Rd 129/County Rd 149/Hastings Friendswood Rd  

Continue to follow County Rd 129 2.1 mi  

10. Turn left at TX-35 S 2.9 mi  

11. Slight right at N Gordon St/Loop 409  

Continue to follow N Gordon St 2.6 mi  

12. Turn right at W Coombs St 0.4 mi  

13. Turn left at S Johnson St  

Destination will be on the left 10 ft 

 

 

 

 


